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This study aimed to improve students’ pronunciation in Speaking by using Podcast as media 
to the tenth class of MIA (matematika Ilmu Alam) 1 of SMA Negeri 01 Sandai in the academic 
year 2019/2020. In this research, the researcher applied Podcast as media to solve students’ 
problems. The method of this research is classroom action research. This research was 
conducted in two cycles. The data was collected through observation checklist, field note, 
and speaking assessment. The subject of the research was thirty-five students of the tenth 
class of MIA (Matematika Ilmu Alam) 1. The findings showed that during the teaching and 
learning process, the students’ pronunciation improves through drilling and roleplay 
activities. The students were active following the activity in the classroom. The 
implementation of podcast as media teaching had caused students to engage with the lesson 
and behavioral changes in students learning which led the improvement on the students' 
pronunciation. It is seen from the result of the speaking assessment on cycle 2. Based on the 
improvement, it is concluded that podcast improves students’ pronunciation on consonant 
/f/ and /v/. 
 




Speaking is an essential part of the second 
language learning and teaching. It Is an art of 
communication and one of the productive skills 
that must be mastered in learning a foreign 
language. According to Brown and Yule 
(1983), speaking is a skill that students must be 
mastered in real-life situations. In speaking 
skill, several aspects should be considering 
there are grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation 
and fluency. 
 
Pronunciation skill is one of the key 
elements of speaking ability. Intelligible speech 
necessitates the accurate production of many 
factors, e.g., phonemes, stress, linking, rhythm, 
and intonation. According to Burnkart as cited 
on Pardede (2008, p,1) emphasized that, in 
addition to grammar and vocabulary, 
pronunciation constitutes the mechanical 
elements of speaking skill. Therefore, to be 
effective in speaking must pronounce 
accurately. 
 
Pronunciation is a part of speaking skill 
that is truly important to make the 
communication runs well, thus pronunciation is 
an important factor in language learning. 
According to Yuzawa (2007), “pronunciation 
is a basic and essential skill required for those 
who want to use English communicatively”. 
Based on Yuzawa’s statement, pronunciation is 
needed to be taught in order to help the students 
pronounce English correctly. Implementing 
digital media in the classroom is one of the ways 
to make the teaching-learning process to be 
more active and fun. 
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For the purpose the students of the tenth 
class of MIA (Matematika Ilmu Alam) 1. The 
students must understand used podcast media to 
support the learning in English lessons. The 
researcher did the observation with interview 
the English teacher of SMAN 01 Sandai. 
Furthermore, from the interview, the students 
have difficulty in pronunciation of the 
consonant /f/ and /v/. 
 
The problems that the researcher finding 
out are students difficult to pronounce the 
consonant /f/ and /v/ and the students did not 
engage with the teaching activities. To solve the 
problems, the implemented Podcast is 
appropriate media in teaching English lessons 
especially in teaching pronunciation. According 
to Ben Hammersley in a Guardian Newspaper 
article (2004) the “Pod” of the Podcast is 
borrowed from Apple’s “iPod” digital 
paradigm, and the “cast” part of Podcast is taken 
from “Broadcast” term of radio. As the series of 
episodes with a common feature, podcasting is 
a form publishing web audio and video 
material. 
 
In applied Podcast media to improve 
students’ pronunciation, there were drilling and 
roleplaying activities. through the activities, the 
students prefer to work in groups drilling the 
keywords of consonant /f/ and /v/ and practiced 
the conversation from the Podcast media and it 
made students active during the learning 
activities. 
 
There are several previous researches had 
been conducted on podcast as media of 
teaching, such as “Using Podcast to Improve 
Students’ Listening Comprehension on 
Descriptive Text” by Prasetyo (2014). The 
finding of this research the researcher claimed 
that the use podcast can help students’ 
comprehension and listening better, “The Use 
of Podcast in Learning Pronunciation in Class 
VIII of SMP PGRI 10 Wedi Klaten” by Ampuni 
(2017). From the finding of the previous 
research, showed that the use of podcast was 
effective and could help students pronouncing 
better because the use of Podcast helped them 
to reduce their anxieties. Therefore, the 
difference of this research is about the aim. The 
aim of this research to improve students’ 
pronunciation especially consonant /f/ and /v/ 
by using digital media. The result of this 
research is the used of Podcast media improve 
students’ pronunciation and made the students 
engage with the learning activities. 
 
THE IMPOTANCE OF THE 
PRONUNCIATION IN ENGLISH 
MASTERY 
 
Pronunciation is a component of speaking 
that should be mastered by the students in 
learning English. Pronunciation is the way for 
students to produce clearer language. 
According to Yuzawa as cited in Ampuni 
(2017, p. 8) “Pronunciation is a fundamental 
and necessary skill needed for those who need 
to communicatively use English”. It deals with 
the phonological cycle that refers to the 
grammar portion made up of elements and 
values that decide the variability and pattern of 
sounds in the language. There are two features 
of pronunciation; segmental and 
suprasegmental. 
 
Pronunciation was described by Richard 
and Schmidt (2002) as a component of 
developing certain sounds. Pronunciation is a 
process of creating clear sounds based on the 
description above, and deals with phonology, 
elements, and principles of creating various 
sounds in a language. 
 
NATURE OF CONSONANT 
 
Consonant is sounds that are reduced with 
the articulators more or less closes. According 
to Fuchs (2019) “consonant is the major class of 
sounds occurring in all human language”. 
Consonant are made by causing a blockage or 
partial blockage in the mouth. It concluded that 
consonant is the process to make a sound by the 
articulator part in the mouth. 
 
Most of consonant are not smooth- 
sounding as vowel. A lot of English words 
contained one consonant. Phonologist classified 
consonant by describing three sets of 
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categorized; voicing, place of articulation, 
manner of articulation. voicing refers to the 
activity vocal fold. Voiceless is when the vocal 
wide apart together. Voiced is when the vocal 
close widely together. place of articulator refers 
to the area in one of resonating cavity (larynx 
and mouth) where the articulator opposing 
some kind of structure or the obstacle to passing 
the air. Manners of articulator mean the ways 





Teaching is the process to transfer 
knowledge to the students. According to Dewey 
(2016) “teaching is the ability to assist learners 
in organizing, directing, and maximizing the 
extreme of developing live experiences”. 
Pronunciation is the process to make sounds. 
The manner of uttering a word in an agreed way 
is pronunciation (Otlowski, 1998). 
 
Teaching the pronunciation were needed, 
consider the problems that EFL students should 
be deals in speaking English. There are three 
way to teach pronunciation: drilling and 
chaining, minimal pairs and related activity, and 
pronunciation and spelling. The native 
language is an important factor in learning to 
pronounce English. The goals of teaching 
pronunciation to made students flow in 
communication, especially during the learning 
process. 
 
The activities that could improve 
students’ pronunciation by using podcast as 
media are drilling and roleplaying. Drilling 
activity is the process of imitating and repeating 
the consonant words as often as possible it made 
students used to pronounce the consonant 
correctly. Thus, roleplaying is a strategy that 
encourage students to explore practical 
scenarios by engaging with other in a controlled 
environment in order to gain the experience. 
 
During the learning process, the teacher 
should be aware with the problems may occur 
in the classroom. The problems that have been 
found on the field were the students had 
difficulties in pronounce especially in 
consonant. Beside the problems in the 
classroom, there were problems from the 
students. The students seem not interest and 




Multimedia has enormous potential as 
tool of instruction in the teaching-learning 
process. According to Mayer (2009) “twenty 
years of research into multimedia learning by 
educational psychologist has produced a body 
of knowledge which models the characteristics 
of an effective MLO via effects on cognitive 
load”. This mean that the use of multimedia as 
a tool in the teaching process made students 
possible to master the complex concept and 
primary method of distance-learning 
instruction. Podcasting is the process by which 
MLO is delivered via internet. Currently, there 
are three types of podcasts such as basic 
podcast, enhance podcast (contained audio and 
PowerPoint Slide), video podcast (contained 
video and audio). 
 
A podcast is an interactive media that can 
be applied in the classroom in developing 
listening and speaking skills. The words 
combination of the words broadcast and iPod, 
Apple’s Mp3 Player. Podcast is means of 
publishing audio and video content on the web 
as a series of episodes with a common theme. 
 
The advantages of podcast are it can 
reduce students’ anxiety in learning English by 
self-learning the students. Another advantage is 
the students can download the content free and 
the students can choose the appropriate content 
on the podcast. 
 
HOW TO USE PODCAST 
 
Podcast has many purposes. The 
commonly used podcast is to provide students 
accessible archival records of the lecture at the 
college level. Andersen (2011) state that 
podcast with the specific learning objectives 
and more targeted content are needed to fulfill 
the design principles of multimedia learning 
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and to maximize learning. Podcast are ideal use 
as media to enable ongoing remediation or as 
supplemental course content. The teaching and 
learning process will be a success while the 
sensory input runs well. 
 
According to Mayer (2001) CTML 
(Cognitive Theory of Language Teaching) and 
CLT (Communicative Language Teaching) are 
based on three assumptions;(a) the existence of 
separated channels for the processing of visual 
and verbal content, (b) the limitations of 
channels capacity and (c) the three stages of 
active processing as keys to understanding how 
cognitive processing works. CTML identified 
three stages a required for active processing; 
(a)selecting the relevant words and images (b) 
organization of the information into a coherent 
mental schema (c) integration of the incoming 
information of existing knowledge. 
 
In this research, to made students 
understand the researcher used basic podcast to 
overcome the problems on students’ 
pronunciation. The reason why the researcher 
used basic podcast is it easy to created the 
content. The different of podcast and the audio 
tape recorder is the demanding technology and 
easy to accessing by one tool. Podcast listeners 






The research design of this research is 
classroom action research (CAR) to improve 
students’ pronunciation. There were four stages 
procedure of CAR which covers planning stage, 
the acting stage, the observing stage, and the 
reflecting stage. The researcher chooses 
classroom action research because it could be 
facilitated the researcher to implement a 
strategy as an alternative solution to the 
problems in the teaching-learning process and 
improved the students’ pronunciation of 
consonant /f/ and /v/. 
Metler and Charles (2005, quoted in 
Metler 2006) had stated “a four stages 
procedure of a classroom action research which 
covers the planning stages, the acting stage, the 
observing stage and reflecting stage.” (p.1) This 
works called a cyclical process. The following 
is a description of the four stages in each cycle. 
 
 
Figure 1. cyclical AR model based on 




This research is succeeded if the used 
of podcast improve students’ 
pronunciation od consonant /f/ and /v/ and 
engage students’ enthusiast during the 
learning process effectively. There were 
criteria used in this research to measure the 
success of the process. The Standard 
Criterion Minimum (KKM) of SMAN 01 
Sandai was 70. In this research, the 
students of the tenth class of MIA 1 are 
expected got score above the KKM. This 
research conducted on SMAN 01 Sandai in 
academic year 2019/2020, the participant 
of this research was grade X MIA 
(Matematika Ilmu Alam) 1, the participant 
of this research were 35 students. Consist 
of 19 female and 16 males. The technique 
for collecting the data researcher used the 
suitable technique and arranged tool as 
way of collecting data to test the 
hypothesis and solve the problem 
objectively. The researcher used the 
observation technique to collect the data. 
 
The researcher used a speaking test, 
To provide the students’ achievement, the 
researcher used formula according to 
zuldafrial (2012, p.135) below: 
 
 
Score of each students’ 
= x 1 
 
To see the percentage of the students’ 
achievement in learning, the researcher will 
use a percentage formula. 
 
Formula % = x 100% 
Note: 
%: students’ percentage 
A: number of students’ who reach 
KKM 
B: total number of students 
 
The percentage of achievement result used the 
criteria according to Purwanto (2009) 
 
Table1 The percentage of achievement result  
observation checklist and field note, and No Range of results Specification 
video recording to collect the data. The 1 80%-100% Excellent 
speaking test   was   used   as   data   for 2 70%-79% Good 
measuring students’ achievement after 3 60%-69% Enough 
they were being taught using a podcast as 4 50%-59% Low 
media. The observation checklist used to 5 0%-49% Extremely low 
gather the data during the learning process    
using podcast   media.   By   using   this    
observation checklist, the researcher 
investigates the problems that appear on 
the research question. The field note used 
to note down the things happened during 
implementing Podcast media. The video 
recording used to record the students’ 
performance in pronunciation during 
teaching-learning process. The researcher 
recorded students’ pronunciation during 
drilling and roleplaying activities. 
 
In this research, the researcher 
analyzed the quantitative and qualitive 
data. For the quantitative, the researcher 
used speaking test. Students’ scores on 
speaking test after treated students with 
the podcast media. For the qualitative data, 
the researcher described the things 
observed in the observation checklist and 
fieldnotes to know the improvement of 
students during the learning process using 
a podcast as media by descriptive analysis. 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
RESULT 
The researcher implemented podcast as 
media of teaching to solve the problems. The 
used of podcast in the main activity was proposed 
by the researcher. It was aimed to improve the 
students’ engagement that led to the students 
speaking through drilling activities. Moreover, 
the students practice the conversation through 
roleplaying. 
The aimed of the drilling was to make 
students familiar with the consonant sound /f/ and 
/v/. while implementing drilling activity, the 
researcher gave brief explanation about the 
material and taught the students with the 
expression about showing care lesson. Through 
drilling while implementing podcast as media, 
students could improve their pronounce on 
consonant /f/ and /v/. 
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The aimed of roleplay activity was to 
make student understand with the real 
situation in the learning process. After 
have drilling activity, the students were 
asked to practice the whole conversation 
from the podcast about showing care 
lesson. The students did the roleplay by 
turn by their group order. In this activity, it 
was helped students it caused by roleplay 
the teacher could notice the students’ 
mistakes in pronounce consonant /f/ and 
/v/. 
The research used podcast as media 
to improve students’ pronunciation 
through drilling and roleplaying activities. 
This research was conducted in two- 
cycles. Every cycle consisted of planning, 
acting, observing and reflecting regarding 
a classroom action research procedure. 
The first cycle was on 23
rd
 October 2019. 
The researcher acted as teacher and the 
real English teacher as the collaborator. 
The researcher found some findings 
regarding to how podcast improve 
students’ pronunciation on consonants /f/ 
and /v/. The data were collected from 
observation checklist, field note, and 
students ’pronunciation test during the 
teaching and learning process. 
 
The first cycle was conducted in two 
meetings. In the first meeting, the teacher 
greeted the students, checked students’ 
attendance. During the implementation 
media for the first cycle, 35 students were 
presented to the classroom. On the acting 
stage, the teacher gave brainstorming in 
order to make students enjoy and 
explained about the learning objective. In 
the core activities, the teacher introduced 
the podcast and explained about the steps 
using podcast also the teacher explained 
about learning material showing care with 
theme “good friend” to the student. Then, 
the teacher gave some instruction to the 
students had to do in applying podcast as 
media. When podcast applied as media on 
the lesson, teacher divided students into 
small group consist 4-5 students, then the 
students practice the consonant /f/ and /v/ 
from the podcast through roleplay and 
drilling activities. While implementing the 
media, there was a situation condition that 
held the learning activity, the meeting 
replaced on 30
th
 October 2019. On the 
second meeting, the teacher re-explanation 
to the students about podcast and same 
material lesson to the students and the 
teacher prepared the transcript and gave 
the students three times to repeated the 
keywords of consonant sound from the 
podcast. Therefore, the teacher also 
prepared internet router to keep the 
internet stable. On the closing activities the 
teacher and the students have discussion 
about the lesson and the problems that 
students faced during the lesson. 
 
Based on the result of the first cycle some 
weakness gathered from the observation 
checklist and field note, that some students had 
difficulty to understand with the teacher explains 
the material. The students got confused when 
they were applied podcast for the first time. It 
made the students do not understand about 
material learning. And the time was ruined, it is 
because the teacher took long time to explained 
the material and students difficult to download 
the podcast because of bad connection. 
 
The second cycle was made based on the 
weakness on the first cycle. To solve the 
problems, the researcher revised the procedure 
and prepare new plan. The second cycle only 
prepare in one meeting and the teacher used same 
steps. In the opening activity, the teacher greeted 
the students and checked students’ attendance 
and gave students brainstorming “hi-hello” to get 
students interest. In the core activity, the teacher 
explained briefly about the step to apply podcast 
and gave the students transcript teaching about 
showing care lesson. 
After done with the explanation, the teacher 
asked students to practice pronounce the 
consonant /f/ and /v/ through drilling activity and 
practice the whole conversation in front of the 
class through roleplaying activity. In the closing 
activity, the teacher and all of the student’s 
discussion about material on podcast and gave 
students a chance to ask if there any difficulties 
they faced during the lesson. 
 
The result of students’ achievement on the 
first cycle in the 1 and 2 meetings showed 
that students’ score was not satisfied. The 
mean score of students’ pronunciations was 
46.43 which categorized as poor to average. 
The data showed from 35 students only 
4(11.43%) students got score 75. 21(60%) 
students   got   score 50   and   11   (31.43) 
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students get score 25. It could be concluded 
that the English lesson used of podcast 
media did not run well. 
 
The result of students’ achievement 
on the second cycle was satisfied. It was 
proved by the increasing the students 
means score also students get involved 
during the second cycle. The mean score 
of the students’ pronunciation on second 
cycle was 72.85 which categorized as 
average to good from the 35 students, 6 
(17.14%) got score 100, 20 (57.14%) 
students got score 75 and 9 (25.71) 
students got score 50. Based on the result 
of the second cycle, it was concluded that 
the used of podcast as media could 




On the second cycle, students’ 
achievement on pronunciation continue to 
rise. At the second cycle their achievement 
categorized as adequate. All the 
expectation of teaching and learning 
process and the reflecting actions from the 
first cycle improved. The students were 
able to pronounce the /f/ and /v/ 
consonants. The students enjoy the 
classroom activities more. This was 
primary caused by implementing podcast 
media, it helps students feel enjoy in the 
teaching and learning process it could be 
seen by implementing drilling and 
roleplaying activities. Therefore, podcast 
media helped students’ pronunciation on 
consonant /f/ and /v/. previous research 
using podcast as media to improve 
students’ pronunciation at the eighth 
grades. The researcher use podcast in 
teaching pronunciation especially in 
consonant /f/ and /v/ at the tenth grade in 
this research. 
 
Table 2 Improvement of cycle 1 & cycle 
 2  
Cycle 1 Cycle 2 
Mean score: 46.43 Mean score: 72.85 
 
 




From the table above, the improvement of 
cycle 1 and cycle 2 of students’ pronunciation its 
proven by the mean score on cycle 1 is 46.43 and 
for the cycle 2 is 72.85. 
The improvement happened in cycle 2. 
From the table, the researcher concluded that the 
use of podcast improved students’ pronunciation 
through drilling and roleplaying activities. 
 
The implementing of podcast had caused 
behavioral changes from the students in learning 
which led the improvement from their pronounce 
on consonant /f/ and /v/. by implementing the 
podcast, the students were enjoying the teaching 
process. It could be seen by implementing 
drilling and roleplaying activities on the first and 
on the second cycle. For the first cycle, there had 
few mistakes while implementing podcast 
through those activities then on the second cycle, 
the researcher revised the steps and with the new 
steps, it could be seen the students improved. 
 
The student confidents to answer and asking 
question to the teacher and also the students more 
known used podcast than when they in the first 
cycle. The improvement on the teaching and 
learning process had been proved by the 
behavioral changes that happened during the 
implementation of podcast media in the 
classroom, it can be seen from the observation 
checklist, and it supported by the increasing of 
students’ speaking test mean score from cycle to 
cycle. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGESSTION 
CONCLUSION 
The researcher and the teacher did this 
research in two cycles. The first cycle, the 
students did not achieve the standard score. The 
students still got confused how to use podcast 
because the teacher did not explain more about 
podcast. The result of the first cycle was not 
satisfying. The teacher continued to conduct 
Average to Good: 
11.43% 
Poor to Average: 
Good to 
Excellent: 17.14% 
Average to Good: 
second cycle, the teacher prepared the tools and 
the activities to solved students’ problems in the 
first cycle. 
  60% 57.14%  
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The activities that teacher used were drilling 
and roleplaying. Through this activity, it made 
students active in the classroom. The finding of 
this research, it was finds that the students 
improve especially in consonant /f/ and /v/ using 
podcast, the teacher was able to introduced 
digital tools to teach English lesson in the 
classroom. Moreover, the teacher was able to 
encourage the students to work individually in 
their houses and introduce how to use technology 
by using podcast in which made the students not 




Based on the result of the research, there are 
some suggestion to the school and the teacher. 
First for the teacher, podcast media in teaching 
pronunciation or the other skill of English lesson 
should be applied. The teacher should well know 
how to apply podcast and make fun material that 
related with the lesson. 
 
On the other hand, the teacher should 
allocate the proportion how much time for the 
students to speak. And the last for the students, 
by using podcast, hopefully the students get their 
pronunciation improved. Beside that the used of 
podcast also hopes could be able to increase 
students’ interest in learning English. And helps 
students to creative to find related content based 





Allwright, Dick., Bailey, Kathlen M. (1991). 
Focus on the language classroom an 
introduction to classroom research for 
language teachers. Cambridge University 
Press 
Ampuni, F. K. B.(2017). The use podcast in 
learning pronunciation in class VIII of SMP 
PGSD 10 Wedi Klaten. English Language 
Education Study Program Department of 
Language and Art Education Faculty of 
Teachers Training and Education Sanata 
Dharma University 
 
Bogdan, Robert C. Biklen. Sari Knopp. (2010). 
Qualitative research for education an 
introduction to theory and methods. 
London: Allyn and Bacon. 
Deal, A. (2007). A teaching with technology 
white paper podcasting, 1-14. 
 
Ducate, L. (2009). Language learning and 
technology. Podcast: An effective tool for 
honing language students’ pronunciation, 
13 (3), 68. 
 
Fact sheet-what is pronunciation. (2002, 
October). AMEP research center 
 
Joanne, K. (1987). Teaching English 
pronunciation. New York: Longman 
Group UK limited 
 
Kelly, G. (2001). How to teach pronunciation. 
England: Pearson Education Limited 
 
Notari, M. (2017). 21st century skills 
development through inquiry based- 
learning. Singapore: Springer Nature 
 
Nunan, D. (2007). Teaching English to young 
learners. Anaheim University Press 
 




Prasetyo. (2014). Using podcast to improve 
students’ listening comprehension 
descriptive text 
 
Purwanto. (2009).   Evaluasi   hasil   belajar. 
Yogyakarta: Pustaka Belajar 
 
Ramli, A. (2017). The use of podcast to 
improve students’ listening and speaking 
skill for EFL learner. English Education 
Program, Bosowa University, Makassar 
 
Zuldafrial. (2012). Evaluasi Pendidikan & 
penelitian tindakan kelas. Pontianak: 
STAIN Pontianak Press 
students’ listening skill through podcasts 
at SMP BOPKRI, Yogyakarta Grade VII. 
English Education Department Language 
and Art Faculty Yogyakarta State 
